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Editorial by Jack; Pickett in 
California Farn mer, Jane» LI6T: 


THE DEATH OF A LABOR MAG 


We have just finisned reading the final issue of 
"Farm Labor," edited by Henry Anderson and publish- 
ed by Citizens for Farn Labor in Berkeley. A long 
list of the Advisory Board is printed along with a 
short identification oF each member. Norman .Thomas 
is identified as 2% "elder statesman." There follows 
a long list of; A Gctaelin oa ed" people. - 

As one of his most avid readers, we sort of hate 
to.see.Henry .fagid his tents. This December issue 
was just full of all kinds of goodies. However, 
they.still have 2 paper called "El Malcriado." 

What does that mean? The Cry Baby? 
In.the.final,issue we found several items we 
thought you migit enjoy. Secretary Anne Draper had 
several quotable items es follows: "For the last 
four years, no Governor in the U.S. -has had a 
greater opportunity to help the farm worker than 
Brown.: No Governor has,cone less .to help us. -No 
Governor hes broken more promises to us, told us 
more Lies, than’ Pat Brown. 

"At the California Democratic Council Convention in 
early 1966, farm workers had picketed Brown. A 
typical sign. asked: “Who. is. Governor ? Di Giorgio 
oc Brown ?' When-his 01d friend Di Giorgio cooked 
up the rigged electicn with the Teamsters, Mexican 
American leacers, demanded that Rrown intervene to 
set up an honest election. One, report has it that 
the price Brown demanded was an endorsement for re- 
election by: the farm workerg. 

"Witn Reagan's election as Governor, we can expect 
that UFWOC will make an all-out and forthright 
battle againss the state administration, with no 
holds barred. As -El-Maicriado” put it in the pre- 
endorsement uays: ‘If we°’re going to have another 
four years with an enemy in Sacramento, we would 
rather hevé-an- honest enemy like reagan. At least 
we would know where we stand,!" 

Henry notes: in closing, with some sadness,, that the 
beautiful little tigress Wendy Goepel has” gone to 
work for Casan (sic} Chavez. And so ends another 

"nepreversive' (sic) volume of journalism. 


\VULUL.E FIVE, NUMBER TWO 


Vo hete to disappoint our old 
friend Jeck tickctt, editor of The Califomia 
Farmer, but ihis is one "labor mag" which is 
not : DEAD. 


Althcugh we will be publishing 
quarterly now rather than monthly, as in the 
past, FARM LsBOR is very much ALIVE. 


Cur rew editor is A.V. Krebs Jr., 
a free-lence journalist and frequent contrib- 
utoi: to a iium>er of national periodicals and 
newspapers, /', lis wife Margaret (whose art 
work will be :ppcaring from time to time in 
FARM LABOR), 2ad two-year old son, David, live 
in San Francisco's Western Addition, 


i Anderson remains on FARM 
LABOR's staf’ as issociate editor. 


"EQUAL RI-HTS FOR AGRICULTURAL WORKERS. 
From:.tims vc ‘ime our format may vary depend- 
ing on tn? as°ree you the reader become in-~ 
volved ia tyres’ nagszine and Citizens For Farm 
Labor, 


Csr policy will remain the Same » 
! 


1 


w>2 aro hoping that you will write 
us letters citaer explorin;: new areas of the 
farm labor pro.iem, commenting on the articles 
we publis2, »o. even disagreeing with us. 


rogular "Perusing the Press" 
feature seems to be popular but we plainly 
cannot read 21". the newspapers so we invite 
ec to keep us informed of what 
3aia either in the news or editori- 
ally in yous area about farm labor. 


May we remind you the deadline for 
material for our summer issue is June ee O Oia 

Now prepare yourself for an experi- 
ence in "reproversive" journalism published by 
a group o% ‘extinsuisaed" people. Frankly, we're 
not too sur? wnat all that means but we do 
know that cach: Pickett wouldn't say anything 
nasty about o17 > blication especially while 
delivering a*culogy. 

Goad, vPércaps - FARM LABOR, No } 
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CITIZENS FOR FARM LABOR's Secretary 


Citizens For Farm Labor members have been active in the past 
few months, testifying on behalf of farm workers before various state 
and federal agencies. Their appearances have included the following: 

November 21-22, 1965: Sacrauento: Assembly Interim 
Committee on Agriculture hearing on "Unemployment 
Insurenee Coverage fer Agricultural Workers," CR, 
Executive Committee wembers Elizabeth Schorske and 
Bill .-Reich urged the extension of Unemployment 
Insurance to cover farn workers, 

November 29, 1966: Sacramento: Senate Fact Find= 
ing Committee ou Agriculture, final hearing before 
submitting recommendations to the State Legislature. 
CFL Secretary Anne’ Draper urged the passage of a 
State Collective Bargaining Act to include farm 
workers. 
December: +2, 1966: San francisc U.S. Department 
or Labor Hearings on criteria r utilization of 
lL: 414, igracion Act. C : President 
1ation of all 
programs tC foreicn worke and the need to 
waximize work opportu ror domestic workers, 
December 19-1060: Sei Francisco: U.S. Department 


of Agriculture hearings on setting rinimum wages 


4. 
u 


for Sugar Doet workers under Sugar Act. Mrs, 
Q - © 4 


Draper prese testimony, recommending $2 per 
hour minimum wage ara stronger enforcement, 
February_17. iarch'12, 1967: Hearings 
on Delta Peripheral Cana... Willian Reich submitt- 
ed testimony supporting Gongressman Waldie's 
efforts to enforce tae federal 160-acre reclama- 
tion law. 
March 30-51, 1°07: San Trencisco: Industrial. Wel- 
fare Commission hearings on setting wages and 
working conditions for womcn and minors. 
Labor groups and Citizens For Farm Labor have been 
pressing for © °2 an hour minimum, whether the 
work is performed on an hourly or piece rate, They 
have-urged 4 strict’ enforcement of the eight- 
hour’ dav, and its extension tc farm workers, 
In most respects the osder svovering agricultural 
occupations (Order 14) is far-inferior to those 
covering women and minors in manufacturing and 
other industrics. 

Citizen For Farm Labor commentators: Several CFL members 
now have regular comuentaries on Berkeley Station KPFA, These include 
Chairman Henry Anderson, Secretary Anne Draper, and William Reich, 
The latter has a weekly program on agribusiness and water power, 
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PERUSING THE PRESS 


Corooration reports 1966 net earnings of $1.8 
down from $2.9 million, or $1.62 a share 
however, were ur to $267.3 million from 
jiower 1966 earnings were aitributed to 

compeny’s Caltfornia farming operations and in- 


~ Sen Francisco Chronicle, 2/15/67 
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A new Federally financec. program to improve education for 


Galeiformmie, Ss ite 
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en of migrant farm workers will get under way 


lion program, to include a big demonstration 
in Valley, was approved by the State Board of 
runds for it will come under the Federal Ele- 
itdu.cation Act. 
stration center, according to state director of 
ilson c. °8,: will cost about $537,000 to 
1ildren in a triree-county area. 
lLemeny school services in San Joaquin, Stanis- 
65, anc serve as a medel for future centers else- 
coulished wren more funds become available. 
‘apresentatives of migrant workers are to par- 
> center, along with the local school districts, 
it agence: anc community groups. 
Pea sure program will be allocation of about 
shool dis +a to help them supplement their 
d i.2@,0C0 children of migrant farm workers. 
tes wili exchange information on. teaching 
icoint record-keeping system to keep track of 
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Liformnia Teachers Association Action, 2/17/67 


WAGE LAWS 


New MINIMUM 


(UPT) 


The AI-CIO will organize state and local 
aulons of the amended Federal wage law "to 
Ly meaningful enforcement," Rudolph Oswald, an 


woke J 


> real 
said February 5. 
14berview, Labor News Conference, by the Mutual 
, “wv, Oswald said there would be serious problems 
tons of the law, broadened by Congress to cover about 
Workers lost $60-million last year because of 
Of the Law, he-said-.25° - 
- New York Times, 2/6/67 
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TWO NEW DIRECTORS OF CALPAK 


R. Gwin Follis, retired board chairman of Standard Oil Comp- 
any of California, and #dward W. Carver, president of Broadway-Hale 
Stores, were elected January 5 to the board of directors of Calif- 
oruia Packing Corporation, 

Follis,who retired from the nelm of the oil company a week 
ago, is an intornationaliy known executive and chairman of the power- 
ful Blyth-Zellerbech Committee in San Francisco. Carter is the 1966 
Los Angeles Downtown Business Men's Association "Man of the Year." 

The two executives were added to the Calpak board which 
now numbers: 16, 

- San Francisco Chronicle, 1/6/67 


FARM ARHAS CENTERS OF POVERT 


Washington (AP) - Only 29.1% of the Nation's population 
live in rusal areas but 43.4% ot America's poor are found there, the 
National Association for Community Development reported January 28. 

lhe association reports also that in rural America, 26.9% 
of the peovle arc pooe --= family income under $3000 annually or in- 
dividual income below $1500 ~~~ compared to 14.4% in urban areas. 

"More than half of rural poverty is found in the south, 
the report says, and three out of four of the rural poor are white 
but voverty is greater propor otionately among Negro and other non-white 
rirel residents, 

fs en exemple, sl eport says, fewer than one-half of white 
arm) fanilis are] onpared to ae of nine nonwhite farm famil- 


Among rural nonfarm families, the report says, 19% of the 
“ites ave pocr compared to 67% of the non~whites. 
‘al areas most in need of economic development according 
are southern tobacco and cotton areas, Appalachia, the 
Great Lakes region, northern New England and Indian 


to the >eaporu 
warks, Unner 
resenvations. 

The report also notes that farm wages, averaging $1.03 an 
hour, would yicid only {7060 for a year of full-time employment. 

Far worrers Lose more days because of sickness than work= 
ers in anv other occupation, but farm residents average just 3.3 visits 
to a phye’ cian annually compared 468 visits for persons living in 
metropolitan areas. « » 


Sen Francisco Examiner, 1/29/67 


J.S. Di GIORGIO QUITS 


dy? a DE VEVOreiG . having reached the mandatory retirement 
age of 65, has retired from his duties as chief executive officer of 
Di Giorgio Corporation. He will, however, continue to serve as chairman 
of the board, chairman of the executive committee and director. 
Robert Di Giorgio, president and chief administrative 
officer, will also take over as chief executive officer. 
- fon Francisco Chronicle, 1/3/67 


TWO STATE CO-OPS Ti! LINK SERVICE 

Califor ia Sanners and Growers and Diamond Walnut Growers, 
Inc. yesterday euiovrcad plans to set up a jointly owned company to 
handle marketing coating and data processing, and distribution for 
the two coopersisves 

Aele 2. ¢i.cton will step down as president of Diamond Wal- 
nut to head the = copeny, Cal-Diamond, Inc. next July l. 

tc LOE nd CCC0&G president R.R. Mauser described Cal- 

Diamond as 4 sorvics scupany that will achieve greater efficiencies 
and inuteasing grcver returns for both cooperatives, 

Jelivorots, inners and Growers is headquartered in San 
Francisco and has «wl sales of more than $100 million, Diamond 
Walnut Growers if “cred in Stockton and has annual sales of more than 
$30 million. 


- San Francisco Chronicle, 12/21/66 


NUMBER OF FARMS AT UVEL OF 1875 
But Size of Individual, Units Grows.in Same Period 
tits in hah Midas miele Norte neta Mbt - 

Washing on (AP) - The great growth in the number of United 
States farms which aierted with. the opening of the West during the 
latter half of the 15%n2 century has vanished into history. 

Latest c°srnment reports show that the number of farms be- 
ing operated in ths scuntry this year is just about the same as in 
1875 --- close to » sontury ago. 

The numos vow in existence says the Agriculture Department 
is 3,176,000. M9 a° to go back to 1870 to find a smaller number --- 
2,660,000, In 163% 49 number had increased to four million. While 
there were no ceus s “imures taken for the year, officials say that 
the number in 2°65 w-. close to today's level. 

But the. 2 5 rush westward, involving homesteading of 
public-lana..nur j | sunbers at 5,737,000 by 1900 and to a record high 
number of 6,812.90. >» 19356 

Bus 6’. © “bat time there has been a decline in farming 
units with the sehr insx=7e amounting to nearly 54% in the last 32 years. 
oe: loss has avyore og 2bout 130,000 a year =-=~ or 36 a day --= since 
1960. 

Farm o¢ rouiste say the decline certainly has not yet run 
its course, 

What bh »cel. happening has been abandonment of many small- 
farm enterpri.se: ho merging of other units with existing farms to 
take advantage ¢ mics of larger farm machines, ; 

Natur)! sno smount of land in farms grew during the 
farm expansion prriod. Por example, land in farms totaled about 475 
million acres in 1.5, This compares with 1.13 billion acres today. The 
peak number of acres was 1.18 billion in 1959. 

In 1875, farms had an average of about 150 acres each. This 

‘had increased to esove 160 acres by 1935. But reduction of numbers from 
the peak of that yoar has been accomplished by sizeable increases in 
the land per farz. 

The 242 2 had grown to an average of 288 acres in 1959 
to 325 by 1963 and ° in 1966. 


<7 * 


Farm production in,}9 fe) was more than two times the volume 
produced in 1910, 76% hehe anee IAS 35 aad i.2% 200 the 1957-59 average. 

The value of tho nation's “aims nas climbed to a record 
high level of $171 billion, which is more then ive times the value 
recorded in 1935. 

It takes a small fortuns iy é pay for an 
average-size tarn. That value is cet at $57.100 just for the land and 
buildings. 


Farm officials say that the numver commercial farm 
operators earning a feir living may total no more than one million, or 
less than a third of the farms now in existence. 


a3 /67 
TEJON RANCH 


Tejon Ranch Co., owner of 293,000 acres of oil, aeiepas= 
and cattle lands between Los Angeles and Pakersfield, reports 1966 
earnings of $641,353 or 53 cents a share; This was down from 8752, 927 
or 61 cents a share. Revenues totaled $2.6 million against $2.5 
million.the year before. President Williar E, Moore, Jr, said the 
lower earnings were caused by a sharp rise in proper “ty taxes and in- 
creased expenses for versonnel and profess al services. 


Francisco Chronicle, 3/4/67 
STATE FARM INCOME TO TOP 


; California's gr Farm income will ton the $4 billion mark 
for ;the first time this ir, otate Directsr o Aarieul tur se J. Karl 
Coke ‘said February 10 & an Francis +9 address the California 'Beet 
Growers Association, Coke told ¢ $ Goncerens 2 sce supplemental 
Labor will again be needed to harves’ ne erops. this will includes 
both bruceros and farm workers from othe: svtatec, lio said, 

The Director, former Bank of Ausrica vice ik! tage express=~ 
ed belicf that the unionization work now dsing consentrated on grape 
pic kers will be expanded to other LouULtUraA) area 

Asked if ho considered this’ a geoc Juv, Coxe said: that 
would depend “on how it is done." he "T suspect there would be 
some areas where the results might | : 

He said the Department of Agvicviture has wet the 10% budget 
cut ordered by the Reagan administration anc slivn pe eble to ‘carry 
on. our funetions with no serious curteilusnt * services to the public," 

Particlvating with Coke’ in the prea: ifsrence was Malcoln 
Young, executive menager of the Cajifornta bsa% Ur neve Association, 
who reported that the beet suga ae 3 SCCLLENnG. 

"Me price. situation is’ better than it has been in several 
years, and should hold through young 621 
' He said. the State's suza ei acreage should be about 
the same as last year despite the Government's yreeent decision to do 
away with acreage allotments, 


onicle, 2/11/67 


EARNINGS 


Kern County Land Co.'s firat quarter earnings dropped to 
$5,478,000 or $1.27 e share from last year's record $5,839,000 or 
$1.35 a share, president Dwight M. Cochran told shareholders at the 
annual. meeting Merch @ in San Yranecisco. 

Revenves for the three months ended January 31 advanced 
to $47.9 millicn from $435,2 million a year ago. 

Cochran said the chief factorsin the six percent drop in 
profit were a Lower earnings from the J.I. Case Co., in which KCL 
holds «4 controlling interest, a decline in oil royalties and decreased 
agricultural profits. 

Cuttie end real estate earnings were slightly above the 
year-ago level, a: contributions from the country’s electronic and 
automotive parts siiosidaries were substantially ahead. 

Cochy.n said the long-tera outlook for J.I. Case remains 
good, despite a dvop in first-quarter profits to $288,000 from last 
year's $2, 378, 000 

.ilders approved separate incentive compensation 
and stocix ariton D 1s proposed by the company and elected two new 
directors: Charles A. Ancerson, president of J.I. Case, and Burnham 
Enerson, company msel and partner in McCutchen, Doyle Brown & 
Enerson, San Frans.sco. They °ill vacancies left by the resignation 
of Rea I. Hahn an’ the death of A. Crawford Greene, 

- San Francisco Chronicle, 3/3/67 


GROWERS SEEK BARGALNING RIGHTS ONLY FOR SELVES 


Althso--h) some California. growers practically *2hrow up 
their hands in ho: r at the idea of assuring full collective bargain- 
ing rights for fam workers, they seem to undergo a strange Dr. Jekyll 
and Mr. Hyde trans‘tormation when the shoe is on the other “oot, 

} Tho buzt, most: recent reflection of this unreasonable 
transformaticn 22 »ecvided by the latest edition of one of the state's 
agribusiness~or! cin t-4 publications, the "California Farmer, ' which 
levels its editoric. barrage against big-processor lobbyists who are 
opposing Congrece- ono. legislation that would protect the growers! 
rights to join aspcciations that would bargain SorLeobe vee with the 
‘processors to- impvs vo tho prices the growers get for ther ,products. 

WArvoss the nation,’ the editorial declares, there have 
been a Lot of. ezsociation=-busting' tactics by the big processors who 
do not want to bave to deal with a bargaining group. They much prefer 
to bargain with individuals." 

Pointing out that "some ten giant food chains market 61% 
of the food sola’ xa that "the big get bigger and the veak get weak- 
er," the editorial. adds that "most > the experts agree that if the 
farmer is going to better his. position in the future, it will have to 
be through stronacr bargaining pow2re 

Hore. fying though it may-be to some growers, grossly un- 
derpaid farm work«:s in California and throughout the nation long ago 
reached. the save « aclusion in connection with their velationship with 


growers. 


- Valley Labor Citizen, 1/20/67 
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EAST=OF-EDEN, 1967 


By AwV. Krebs dr, 


Most of the headlines in the early weeks of the Reagan ad- 
ministration have heen dominated with news of -the firing of Glark Kerr, 
tuition in state universities and an "iron hand" budget. Meanwhile’ with 
relativeiy Little publicity California's farming interests have entered 
a promising éra of big political rewards 

Since she. Mai cake on January 1, 1965 of Public ‘Law 78 
officially program, and the beginning of a farm 
worker dipitce in “pekand nine “months later, the state's near $16 billion 
"agri-business" industry has show os Signs of deep frustration and worry. 

All that changed at 12:16 a.m. on January 2, 1967 when 
Ronald Reagen bécame California's 33rd governor. Two of the governor's 
first administrative appointments were :to agriculture posts key to 
state "agri~business"” anxieties. 

Earl Coke, 66, a former vice-president of Spreckels Sugar 
Company and vice-president in charge of agricultural activities and 
loans’ for Bank of America from 1955- 1965, is California's new State 
Director of Agriculture. 

On three separate occasions since his appointment Coke has 
said that the state's growers will need braceros to harvest the 1967 
crop, Discounting reports froma the U.S. Government, labor leaders and 
other sources, the former deputy secretary of agriculture under Presi- 
dent Eiseanower argues that growers will unquestionably need Mexican 
help "this coe and in the foreseeable future. " 

Lester Herringer of the National Council of Agricultural 
Employ Fers has echoed the new state director's call. In criticizing the 
ending cf PL 78, Herringer said that the growers now have to go through 
the,"monkey pusiness" of recruiting American domestic workers, and 
that having te pay higher farm labor wages has cut ceeply into growen's 
profits. 

lowever, at e January farm labor conference in San Francisco 
then Undersecretary of Labor John Henning declared that the end of the 
bracero program has become a "triumph." 

He sees that the growers nave prospered, thousands of new 
jobs have become available, and farm wages on the national level have 
risen an average of 1/7 cents --- 22 cents in California --- while fruit 
and vegetable prices have increased about 2% and not necessarily be- 
cause of higher a pee 

'But however promising. the progress farm workers must be 
granted the same protections other American workers enjoy: full minimum 

Wage coverage’, unemployment and injury insurance and the legal right 
to bargain collectively.” 

Henning also urged that projects be undertaken to give farm 
workers more wovk and greater yearly incomes. In 1965, he pointed out, 
they averaged only 104 days of work and $805 in pay. 


Any assistance the California farm worker might have hoped 
to get from state government in organizing for better wages and working 
conditions was givei a 3evere setback by Reagan's second major appoint- 
ment .to an agricultzral post. 

Allan Grunt, four-term president of the powerful 65,000 member 
California Farm Burzau, succeeds the late Jesse W, Tapp of San Francisco 
as president of the : tase Board of Agriculture. An owner of a 2000-acre 
ranch in Visalia, Gcent is a member of the National Right-to-Work 
Committee. Governor Reezean has said he is opposed to right-to-work laws. 

Las soring, speaking before a clergy-civil rights-labor 
leaders audience in San Francisco, Grant declared that if a group of his 
workers came to hin end wanted to engage in a collective bargaining 
session he would oo ©" dor his 35 years in agriculture a failure, "It 
would mean that the s workers felt they couldn't come and talk to-me on 
aman to man basis. 

The erso atwont of Grant also automatically placed him on the 
Board of Regents of the University of California. It was he who origin-= 
ally introduced the aot.on that Clark Kerr be fired. The motion was 
tabled, temporarily ee iaopportune, Nevertheless, later, speaking be- 
fore a Yulo vou. ty 23.4 Bireau meeting, Grant boasted that the dismissal 
of Kerr "is a prine ovaip.e of Farm Bureau power in this state!" 

Reage ¢ t.-:s other appointments to the State Board-of Agri- 
culture are signif! 

Atha” Le 
Republican, is the 
in Tulare and Los A 
Ranch in Orenge Cou 

Warren T ta, dean of agriculture at California Polytech- 
nic College. San in iispo, is 56, a Democrat, a graduate of UC and 
has been a teacie . vocational agriculture, 

Ur, Fron isco Bravo, 56, a Southern California banker and 
rancher, a Democrat wa: onse in charge of a compulsory medical care pro- 
gram for bracsros . Unlifornix, and later invested his money in 
1d #Css runch near EL Centro. 

Ay). 32. on of the backgrounds of various other state 
appointees reveals :%)j, ous “agri-business" connections. 

Ralph “\. :-.con, 55, Colusa county rancher and a former 
regional director o:) sho California Farm Bureau Association was appointed 
to the Galiformia Svcs. Fairs and Expositions Directorate, 

John O. lontcomery, a Ventura county supervisor, was appoint- 
ed Director of the }'s,aicment of Social Welfare. He is 33, a graduate of 
Cal Poly and is vio. -.ccsident of the California Cattleman's Association. 

Willian | -3;, Jr, of Bishop was appointed to the Public 
Utilities Commissic: did not seek re-election to the Legislature 
from Alpine, Inyo ai.l M no counties after the reapportionment of his dis- 
trict, The ovganize: of a public utilities district in his county Symons 
has won several ewsils as a rancher and cattleman. 

JameeS, Dvight, 32, was selected as a special representative 
on pudgetary matter: bv Reagan. He is also comptroller of Sunkist Growers, 
ini. 


Pa 
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.eison Clarke of Pasadena and Corona del Mar, 


of Federal Judge Thurmond Clarke, and owns farms 
‘Ss counties, as well as an interest in the Irvine 
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The app>: vmccnt of William H. Tolbert as deputy director of 
the State Deparimeni of Euployment is another clear indication that the 
new Republican admii istiavion will be solidly backing the growers in their 
appeals to the U3. Icoperiment of Labor for foreign supplementary workers, 


es La 


T 


T Se; i8 en official of a Ventura county citrus 
growers organizatior 1a, servea for 12 years az national chairman of 
the: National Ser s committee. He also served as deputy cirector 

Farm Labor Administration and as official in farm 
labor procurement programe, 

Eroesto Galarza in his book Merchants of Labor tells how 
Tolbert, testifying before a congressional committee several years ago, 
responded to the auestion 5f how America could explain the bracero pro- 
gram to the underdeveloped world. j 

‘The same thing was true even in the Roman Empire. When 
they reached a stage. of civilization they had to reach out to other 
areas where there was a lLésser svandard of living to bring in those 
people to do the menial tasks, '! 

Galarza adds: 

"The pracero system uignt have been a higher stage in 
American civilization, .as Slavery was in the Roman, If so, the affluent 
society, imperial in its. ow fashicn. could ponder its good luck, It 
had oniy to:reach out across the border down Mexico way to tap a reser- 
voir of millions of menieis who tonged to toil as managed migrants for 
a seuson, however short, in Eest-of-den, " 

If any of Governor Reagan's’ farm policies for the state 
seemed vague in -his administrativa appointments, he dispelled any 
aqoubuts on February 9 when he 5 nis agricultural message to the State 
Assembly and Senate, (See Page 

Reagan's attitude -toward unions came in his inagural 
address: 


"I have always Supported the principles of the union shop, 


even though that includes a certain anount of ‘compulsion with regard to 


union membérship. reason it seems to me that government must 
9CCeot a responsibility afe-guarding each union member's democratic 
rights. withir nis union, For that reason we will submit legislative 
proposais to guarantee each union mémber a secret ballot in his union 
on policy mattees and the use of uni | 

4 month prior to Reagan's tural message, a mediation 
and conciliation service similar to the governor's, was proposed by the 
State Senass Fast Finding Committee on Agricui.ture. They, like Reagan, 
suggested that the service operate within the framework of the State 
Department of Agriculture, 

Cesar Chavez, director of the United Farm Workers Organizing 
Committee (AFL-CIO) deseribe< this proposal as "the fox guarding the 
chickens," The 39-veer o; 
would: fight the idea, 

"Parn-workers ideally snould be covered by the National Labor 
Relations Board Act which covers aisputes between non-farm workers. and 
employers. Until we receive that protection we should be covered by a 
Similar State law putting fara labor relations under the Department of 
Industrial Relations where i4 belongs and where labor relations is plac-~ 
ed today." 

The last*> two years have seen the beginnings of a revolution in 
Nagri-business" in California. That revolution, however, like the ones 
prece ding it, has produced counter-revolutionaries, It appears now, 
that only’ the U. §. Congress with the power to enact protective federal 
legislation for the farm worker, can keep alive this revolution in Calif- 
ortia. 
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La Mexican American leader vowed that the union 


DELANO STRIKERS REMAIN SOLID 


By Anne P, Draper 


v 


Throug. the second winter of Delano's discontent, the grape 
strikers have remained solidly committed to their huelgae Since Sept- 
ember, 1965, wnen over 30 Delano grape vineyards were struck, substant- 
jal victories have been won by the United Fara Workers Organizing 
Committee (AFL-CIO). 

This past winter season, with agricuitural work at a stand- 
still, the union consolidated the gains achieved at Schenley's, Di 
Giorgio and Goldbi. rg, while intensifying the boycott activities against 
Perelli-Minetti products. 

The Schenley contract, the first breakthrough for the 
strikers, became (perative this past summer. Hourly rates went from 
$1.40 to $1.75 anti higher, and the first union hiring hall for farm 
workers was opened in Delano. Other benefits included paid vacations, 
group wedical caro, life insurance, a pension plan, job protection, 
and a grievance p:2cedure, 

During the harvest period turnover of employees at Schenley 
fields was cut join to a tiny percentage, in contrast to previous years 
when three times ~nco required number of workers would be hired. Grie- 
vance committees of workers functioned for the first time, and the 
unionized farm woi‘xers contributed generously to aid their brothers 
still on strike. 

The ta: gible accomplishments at the Schenley fields helped 
the UFWOC to win wie elections at the Di Giorgio and Goldberg vineyards. 
Following the viciories first at the Delano and Borrego S»vrings hold- 
ings, later at the giant Arvin fields, negotiations for a contract open- 
ed up with Di Giorgio. These proceeded siowly, and few issues were re- 
solvec. 

Nogotiations were finally corcliuded in February, and a raft 
of unresolved issues were dumped in the laps of the two arbitrators for 
final resolution, vundsr the terms of the election agreement. These un- 
settled issues included wage rates, overtime =rovisions, a health and 
welfare fund, pensions. vacations, and unemployment vompensation. 

The w-hitrators have indicated they will seek to render 
their ivling py carly April. Meanwhile the UFwOC negotiators, a commi- 
ttee of workers plus UFWOC vice president Dolores Huerta, achieved 
agreement with the Di Giorgio management on union security, grievance 
procedure, dues deduction and other contract clauses, already in effect. 

At the weekly Friday night strikers’ meeting in Delano in 
late February, the first dues check-off payment of $479.50 was warmly 
applauded. Some “500 Di Gioxvgio workers will be affected by the con- 
tract. In summer an election at the fourth Di Giorgio property in 
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Northern California will be held. 
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Anne P. Draper is CITIZENS FOR FARM LABOR secretary and a regular 
re: 


commentator for KFA (Pac ca Radio). 


In addition to the Friday night meetings, regular meetings 
of the Schenley and Di Giorgio workers are held and a solid base for 
the union is being built. Shop stewards, chairman, and grievance commi- 
ttees are functioning in the vineyards. A strong effort is made by 
UFWOC leaders to involve the workers themselves in the decisions 
affecting them. 

in the Di Giorgio arbitration hearings, the farm workers 
presented over 100 exhibits bolstering their side, In addition, at 
one point the Farm Workers Theater, Ei. Teat 

half- 
and the entrenched power of the state's four-= 
billion dollar agricultural industry. 

During: tne hearings held in Delano visitors toured the 
various services. offered by the UFWOC to their members. These include 
the free clinic with medical and dental care by dedicated volunteer 
doctors and nurses, and the erodit union. 

ne last clection among the field workers at the Goldberg 
ranch resulted in ; overwheining victory for the UFWOGC, Negotiations 
ai '€S5. A second election scheduled for the packing shed 
workers was called off, when Goldberg signed a recognition agreement 
with the UFWOC, 

The Aigh hopes that the Schenley and Di Giorgio victories 
would lead to a settlement of the other Delano strikes were shattered 
by the developments at the Perelli-Minetti vineyards. The workers 
struck these fields on Septomber 9, 1966 anxious to win higher wages 

anc @ union contract. While the UFWOG was negotiating with the manage- 
ment, ths latter suddenly enncunced that they had Signed a contract 
with the Western Conference of Teamsters. 

USWOC Director Cesar Chavez charged: "The company knew they 
could get a bettcr deal with the Teamsters, It was a mere business 
transaction, |} collective bargaining took place. The em- 
ployees of P-M, striker; nding in the noble tradition of organized 
labor and the Delano movement, are willing Starve before accepting 
the defeat of a Veamster-Perelli-Minetti deal, ! 

A former worker in the field himsel?’, Chavez and the UFWOC 
launched a nationei boyzott ageinst the P-M grape products shortly after 
the strike started. Byt. unlik he boycots against Schenley, Di Giorgio 
and for a brief while, Goldberg, where major and recognizable brand 
names were the target, the Porelli-Minetti pro: feration of names and 
brands has made the boycott attack enommously complicated. Still the 
boycott has succeedec in removing the products from hundreds of stores, 
sncluding major choins like Thrifty Drugs and Purity Markets. 

Some. 20 remily corporations are involved in a $10 million 
operation on the 2600-acre ranch. Some 100 labels are Slapped on Perelli 

“Minetti wines. \hile the firm employs only about 80 workers at the peak 
season, the UFWOC is convinced that it must win this battle. Other 
Delano growers are watching and waiting to see the outcome. If the 
Teamsters can pull this: chestnut out of the fire, why should any grower 
settle with the UFWOC? 

This Teamster intervention has seriously retarded the 
dynamic thrust of the farm workers' drive, end again raised the question 
of their intentions in this area. . 
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The strikers have been subjected to an wnbelievable campaign 
of harassments, arrests and intimidation, Hsunporting prissts have been 
jailed; strike leaders have been jailed on flims charges end kept in 
prison over a week before being released on bail, Appeals to Washing-~ 
ton have been fruitless. The local lav officers work hand in glove 
with the growers, and their power extends to the White House. The 
Johnson machine controls Texas, and their power rests on the oil-agri- 
cultural wealth of the state, 

The Texas farm workers, more cruelly exvloited than Calif- 
ornia's and facing the problem of poverty-driven Mexican border-cross< 
ers a3 strikebreakers, hove mairtained their strike line and mounted 
a boycott despite savage reprisals. They have roceived sreat and in- 
spiring support from the more militant slomeu'ts of the Ronan Catholic 
Church and from the Texas AFL-CIO, 

Unlike tate federation leadership, President 

16 Larm wormers and has given 
them generous aid and support. The Texas ‘\FL-Cl0 is a relatively small 
and weak federation, compared with the mijJion and one-hal? organized 
workers in California, but its actions gh 16 the larcer California 
federation, Their leaders marched with tue strikers in their historic 
400-mile march from Rio Grande City to tie state capitol in Austin, 
They help to mobilize large Labor contin nts enong the 20,000 Texans 
in the giant raily to supvort farm workers whicu concluded the march 
to Austin. The Texas AFL=CIO is a welcome contrast +o the kind of 
grudging and half-hearted sunport given by the (>lifornia state 
leadership. Both the Texas and the New York st-ss AFL-CIO federations 
voted substantial sums of money to aid far wore organizing drives 
in their states, 

The Delano beachhead has been consolidated: the drive must 
be extended to other areas of California and the notion. Other beach- 
heads are being built in Texas, Florida, New York, Wisconsin, Farm 
workers everywhere are showing a greater militsney and readiness to 
struggle and to unionize. Their organiz2%.0n xoneines the great un- 
finished tack of the trade union movernent, and 2 crucial test of the 
capacity of the present leadership to iead a strueecle for social 
justice and equality 
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A, PERELLI-MINETTI BOYCOTT SUPPLEMENT 


Through the courtesy of the Farn Workers Press the editors 
of FARM LaBOR have included as a special insert "The Case Against 
Perelli-Minetti: An Appeal for Justice." Bosides a proposal for ending 
the UFWOC-Teamster dispute you will find a point-by-point comparison 
of the UFWOC and Teamster farm worker contracss, e list of do-it-your- 
self beycott suggestions, a copy of the official strike certification 
and a complete chronology of the Pereili-iiinettii strize, 
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Workers employed by a contractor are considered to be em- 
ployed in agriculture when they grow or harvest crops --- four example, 
waen they pick fruit. This is also the case when they do work on a 
farm for tae farmer that is incidental to the farming operations of 
that farm --- os when they thresh grain grown on that farm. 

COVERED WORK 

The Act applies generally to all workers who are engaged 
in or ave producing goods for interstate commerce, and to workers 
employed in certain enterprises. Thus, the Act covers workers who grow 
crops orm raise livestock which will leave tne State directly, or which 
will leave the State indirectly through a buyer who will ship them 
across the State lines or who will process them or use them as in- 
gredients oz other goods which will move in interstate commerce. 

WHC fo EXEMPT? 

The minimum wage (and overtime pay) is not required for 

1) Workers who are employed in agriculture by an employer 
who aid not use 500 man-days of farm Labor in any calender 
auerter of the preceeding calender year; 
2) Merbers of the employer's immediate family; 
3) Hand harvest laborers paid piece rates in an operation 
gen°rally cecognized as piece work in the region, if (a) 
the, go each day to the ferm from their permanent residence, 
and (b) they have been employed in agriculture less than 13 
weeks in the preceeding calender year; 
4) Migrant hand harvest laborers 16 years of age or under 
and employed on the same farm as their parents, if (a) 
they are paid piece rates in an operation generally recog- 
nized as piece work in the region, and (b) the piece rate 
it the same as paid workers over age 16; 
5) Employees principally engaged in the range production 
or Jivestock, 

MAW =DAY 

. ‘yen-day" means any day during which an employee performs 
agclcultura’. lebor ror not less thsa1 one hour, Workers listed in 2) 
and 3) above ave excluded when counting "man-days." 

GHILD LABOR RESTRICTIONS 

Children under 16 may not be employed in agriculture during 
school hours for the school district where the child lives while so 
eaployed. No child under 16 years of age mey be employed in agriculture 
in an occupation tound by the Secretary of Labor to be hazardous (ex- 
cept ware the child is employed by a parent on a farm owned or operat- 
ed by the parent). 

Thsse restrictions apply regardless of whether the child 
must be vaid the mininum wage. 

EQUAL PAY 


Wage Ciscrimination on the vasis of sex to employees subject 
to the minimum wage is prohibited. An employer may not pay employees 
of ons sex at 2 ves lower than he pays employees of the opposite sex 
for doius worse in the same establishment on jobs requiring equal skill, 
effort, aud rssponsibility which are performed under similar working 
conditions. 


SPECIAL MINIMUM RATES 

Full-time students may be employed for not more than 20 
hours a week while attending school at rates lower than the statutory 
minimuin under certificates issued under the Act. 

Fandicapped workers may also be employed at special minimum 
1ates under certificates issued by the Administrator of the Wage and 
Hour end Public Contracts Divisions. A handicapped worker is one whose 
earning’ or Sad eh te Capacity is imnsaires hy age or physical or mental 
deficiency or injur 
EMPT.QVER - PunN LSHED FACILITIES 

Wages also include the reasonable cost or fair value, as 
determined by vhe Divisions’ Administrator, of board, lodging, and 
other facilities customarily furnished by the employer to his employees, 
However, such costs are not included in wagec to the extent they are 
excluded under an applicable bona fide collective bargaining agreement, 
RECORD KEEPING 

Every employer must maintain accurate records of earnings, 
hours, and other date required by the Divisions Regulations, Part 516. 
An official “Notice to Employees” furnished by the Wage and Hour and 
Public Contracts Division must be posted where employees can readily 
see’ 1%. 


Further information or the report of violations concerning the Fair 
Labor Standards Act may be obtained by contacting any of the following 
offices of the U.s. Department of iavor in California. Offices in 
other states are usually located in the major cities of the state and 
can he found in the Telephone Directory under U.S. Department of Labor. 


ronden Gate Ave., S.F., Calif., 94102 


Field Offices: 

Baksrafield 800 Truxton 323-7676 

Long Beach 4134 Atlantic Blvd. 426=3381 

Los Angeles 300 N. Los Angeles St. 688-4972 
Cakiand 354 21s% St 834-4121 
Sacremento Federal «& Covrt Hs Bldg. . 449-2346 
DEOsno Mae MEAL, 2309. Tulare 266=8071 

San Diego: 100 West ' ae e ore 
Whittier 7238 5S, Painte: 


2 ems) ee en SRT eee ce crt tae eee ss nce = 


the California farm work and Gitizens: for 
Farm Labor have.lost a oval friend. He was 
secretary~-treasurer of Gonstruction and Build- 
ing Material .Workers:, - Local 291, Alameda, 

and under his:.leacershiv, this Teamster local 
haz consistently supporitcd © Delano strikers, 
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STATEMENT by Citizens for Farm Labor at 
U. S, Department of Agriculture Hearing 
on 

SUGAR BEEW WAGE RATES 

San Francisco, California 

Janua.7 16. 1 
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this statement is submitted in behalf of Citizens for Farm 
Labor, a community-based gioup of concerned citizens from a wide cross- 
secticn uf the public, with one common interest --- "equal rights for 
agricultural workers." 

We sopreciate the opportunity to speak before you today and 
we appreciate the Department of Agriculture's announced desire to see 
to it that faim workers employed in the sugar industry are paid "fair 
aud reasonable" wages. However, if past actions are any key to the 
future, we seriously question whether these farm laborers will in 
“fact be employed at wage rates which are "fair and resonable" by any 
sterdards other then those of employers, who seem to think that $1.35 
per hour is "sufficient," if not overly generous. 

* & wage of $1.55 per hour on an annuel basis of 1100 hours 
(the arcrage for workers employed in California agriculture) provides 
$1485 per vear. This sum is indeed "sufficient" to maintain the 
most miserable existence in modern America. This sum is "sufficient" 
to perpetuate rural slum housing, a lack of education for children, 
dilapidatsd bodies, and depressed morale. And it is "sufficient" to 
make a mockery of the war-on-poverty proclaimed by the very Adminis- 
tration which is in charge of these hearings. 

Liven if a sugar beet field worker were fortunate enough to 
find employment 52 weeks a year (and we do not know one who does), 
elght hours a day at, $1.35 an hour would still yield only $2808 --- 
ao 2igure pdelow even the most austere poverty line set forth by the 
President. 

We find the Department of Agriculture's concept of "fair 
and veasonable wages strange and mystifying. On the one hand, it means 
$1.00 an hcur or less in the Deep South, but on the other, it means 
$1.76 per hour in Hawaii. 

Oovivusiy, this cisparity means only that the Department of 
Agricviture is keenly sensitive to politics and power. In the Deep 
South, sugar workers are weak, unorganized, completely overshadowed 
by the power 92 the sugar barons. In Hawaii, the workers belong to an 
effective trade union, and there is an equitable covnter-valence of 
power between labor and management. 

we of Citizens for Farm Labor do not believe that "fairness" 
or "reasonebleners" should vary according to location, climate, or 
who happeic to hold power at a given time. A fair and reasonable wage, 
if the term is not to lose all meaning, must be defined as a wage 
which produces an income at least above the poverty line. For example, 
$2.00 per hour, Even at this wage cate, a worker employed full time 
throughout the year would only earn slightly more than $4000 per yeaa. 
This anuual income would be slightly above the poverty line, but still 
far below the more than $6000 a year the U.S. Department of Labor 
staves is necessary to maintain a decent level of living, 
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Sugar beet growers will of course claim that such 2 wage 
force them out of business. The facts belie their position. Out- 
wan-hour has increased in agriculture far more repidly than 
sectors of the economy. In sugar beets, output per cee 
risen even more rapidly than in agricuiture in general. In 1955, 
,oo%x 31,8 man-hours to produce a ton of sugar (raw ee, In 1965, 
required only 19.3 man-hours. The increase in productivity was over 
percent. in comparing the wage rates over ithe abe LO-yeer period, 
t without surprise, sugar beet field workers’ average earnings per 
2 fron 94 cents to $1.35 per hour --=- an ieee ua of only 
eae Also. not to be overlooked, is a fact well known to 
iar with California agricultural productivity: California's 
produce more value per acre with few. rman-hours than any 
beet area in the nation. 
It is obvious that disparities between wage rates and 
Le Sh beg increases within a given industry must “be closed -~- not 
the name of equity, but also for the sound economic reason of 
az a favorable balance between purchasing power and product~ 
The policy on wage guidelines as set forth by the President 
concurs: 
"Me general guide for non-inflationary wage increases 
ig that the rate of increase in wage rates including 
rates i benefits in each industry be equal to the trend 
ate of overall productivity increases, 
On the basis of this reasoning -<- from a source which nas 
+40 maintain the tremendous subsidies enjoyed by this industry 
wane WOBO ee between the periods of ree sa 1965, if they natched 
NPOC Shy .ty increases, should have increased to at least $1.55 per 
bhi s figure: would be much higher if the 94 cent per hour 
Piste of 1955 reflected the sane sor fF ratio between prcduct= 
end wages in the period before 1955. Had this been the cage, 
he basis of earlier productivity increases in the Suga: industry, 
> 1955 “igure would have been closer to 41.30 per hour, and its 
> coun eppee would have besn about yeel4 por hour, 
Not to be overlooked are igh more incongruities which cast 
of doubt upon the "vairness and reasonableness" of the sugar 
pn a ent of Agri viture 3 As of October, 1966, 
rate for farm laborers in Californie wes over $1.58 
om= 2, eek arrived at by the Departwens of Agriculture it- 
OL urtherwore a rate of $1.40 an heur has been sstabiished by the 
ypartment of Labor as the nd nime im wage which must ee offered domestic 
workers before growers can apply for foreigu contract labor, Re- 
: the Department of Labor held hearings on this $1.40 per hour 
i and they are expected to raise it?’ ‘ The figure of $1.55 per hour 
vy the Department of Agriculture thus stands in direct contradict 
‘ to the minimum rates established by another branch of the federal 
roxnment, and the prevailing rates found by the Department itself, 
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[ENT OF GOVERNOR RONALD REAGAN ON AGRICULTURE 


February 9, 1967 


~ 


to the pea and Assembly of the Legislature of California: 
Today, + nee ask for the introduction of legislation direct- 
ed at improving Cal mia! s largest industry --- agriculture, At the 
aie time, I shall ae executive action in this area, 
by the combination of executive order and legislation, I 
intend to seek: 
Additional housins for migr 
Establishment of a mediatio 
between varmers and farm workors; 
More quality prote ct ton of out-of-state agricultural products; 
A newly identified fara-Labor placement service; 
Implementation of Proposition Three; 
Removal of the 160~acre Limitacion; 
Establishment of an agricultural youth corps; and 
Eradication of the pink bollworm which threatens California 


gitimate disputes 


cotton. 

i shall ask both local and State governmeits to participate , 
in the enforcement of existing statuc>s and regulations to ald farm labor 
in education, health, housing, welfare and sanitation, in that it appears 
to me that sufficient Legislation now exists in these areas. However, it ° 
also appears to me that an additional 600 family units are needed for 
migront farm families and I shall accordingly request the sum of 45.5 
million from the federal government to build these units. 

Farm labor disputes have increased ssl Sglretsle een in the past 

several yeers with the intensified efforts of labor to organize agri- 

cul turel workers, No adequate mechinery now exists for resolving labor 
dispvyies in agriculture. I shell ask the State Board of Agriculture to 
study the problem, looking toward my appointment of conciliators with 
agricultura!. labor knowledge who will be given poneral authority to look 
into serious labor disputes, bring the parties together and recommend a 
disposition of the problem for tne good of the public interest. I would 
ask that the Mediation Board recsive its administrative assietance 
through the Department of General services, 

California leads the nation in enacting and enforcing laws 
aimed at making Coliformia~zrow: commodities meet the highest standards 
of quality, sanitation aid freedom from pesticide contamination, Calif. 
ornia consumers deserve the same priection from out-of-state products. 
To accomplish this goal, we will ask the Legislatune to authorize in- 
spections of fruit and produce eutering the state. The cost of inspect~ 
ion would be borne by the shipper importing the produce. 

With the termination of the Bracero Program under Public Law 
(8. and other changes in agricultural labor requir ‘sments , it becomes 
imperative that an increased effort be made to provide an adequate supply 
of agricultural labor. 
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